Evelyn J. Herrera, Esq.

           1736 Franklin Street, Suite 400, Oakland, CA 94612
Office:  (510)893-3711 ( Fax: (510)803-1515
e-mail: evelyn@ejherreralaw.com
WORK EXPERIENCE:

Solo Practice, Law Offices of Evelyn J. Herrera, Oakland, May of 1997 to the present.

Provide quality legal representation to immigrants for family and employment based visas, and deportation defense.  Represent litigants in State Court with family law matters, Guardianships, and Adoptions.  Conduct mediations on civil and family law matters.
Staff Attorney, Law Center for Families, August of 1999 to March of 2001.

Represented clients on matters regarding their housing and eviction defense.  Represented clients with family law cases involving custody, support, and domestic violence.

Staff Attorney, Legal Assistance for Seniors, Oakland, September of 1995 to October of 1998.

Provide legal advice and representation in civil litigation cases involving private and public housing, and elder abuse.  Also assist clients with Social Security and Medi-Cal benefits, estate planning, and planning for incapacity.  Perform community education presentations on various legal topics, and provide training programs for service providers, including a TV appearance in 1997. 

Staff Attorney, Tulare/Kings Counties Legal Services, Hanford, July of 1994 to August of 1995.

Maintained a heavy case load as the sole staff attorney at the branch office.  Prepared and argued a writ and subsequent appeal to the California Court of Appeals.  Practice included defensive and offensive motions, discovery, and probate.  Represented clients in several trials, and negotiations.  

Court Interpreter, Salem, Oregon, August of 1993 to March of 1994.

Independent contractor with municipal courts in Marion, Linn, and Polk counties as provider of interpretation and translation services prior to and during court proceedings.

Law Clerk, National Center for Youth Law, San Francisco, January of 1992 to April of 1992.

Responded to legal questions from a national client base composed of attorneys and lay persons regarding the rights of children in institutions.

Law Clerk, Legal Aid Foundation of Los Angeles, June of 1991 to August of 1991.

Handled in-takes and advised clients on landlord/tenant law, public benefits, and consumer rights.  Assisted in preparation of a class action suit to reduce Medi-Cal eligibility delays.  
EDUCATION:

Juris Doctorate graduate from Santa Clara University School of Law in 1992;

Baccalaureate of Arts graduate from California State University, Los Angeles, in 1988.

ASSOCIATIONS:

Active member in good standing of the State Bar of California since 1994.

Member of American Immigration Lawyers Association, April of 1998.

Member of the Alameda County Bar Association - Family Law Section since 2004.

Former Member of the Board of Director of Centro Legal de La Raza, Oakland, 1998 to 2002.

AWARD:

Honored to receive the 1996 Troy Grove Award for Excellence in Elder Abuse Prevention, which is awarded annually from the East Bay Consortium for Elder Abuse Prevention.

ADDITIONAL EXPERIENCE:

Planning Committee Member, Latino Network, Oakland, established in March of 1997.

Work with a committee to assist the development and growth of a network of community based organizations, groups, and individuals, servicing the needs of the Latino community.  The function of the network is to facilitate the sharing of information and technology.

Citizenship Brochure, Community Projects Committee of Alameda County Bar Assoc., 1996.

Assisted in the development, production and distribution of a brochure to inform the public and service providers about naturalization requirements, the citizenship process, and resources.  The brochure was translated into nine languages and distributed throughout the East Bay.

Judicial Externship, Santa Clara County Municipal Court, Fall of 1992.

Assisted municipal court Judge Risë Jones Pichon, with research and analysis of complex criminal law issues.

SKILLS:

Computer literate, including internet research.

Fluent in Spanish, both verbal and written communication.

Co-counseling trained.

Blogger – herreralaw at wordpress.

REFERENCES:

	Robin Yamate, Esq.

Supervising Attorney

Legal Assistance for Seniors, Inc.

614 Grand Avenue, Suite 400

Oakland, CA  94610

(510) 832-3040
	Lois Stain, Esq.

Supervising Attorney

Tulare/Kings Counties Legal Service, Inc.

208 West Main Street, Suite U-1

Visalia, CA  93291

(209) 733-8770



	Pat McElroy, Esq.

Staff Attorney

National Center for Youth Law

114 Sansome Street, Suite 900

San Francisco, CA  94104

(415) 543-3307
	Eric Wright, Esq.

Law Professor

Santa Clara University School of Law

Santa Clara, CA  95053

(408) 554-4353

	Teresa Green, Esq.

           Campbell Law
           2832 College Avenue

           Berkeley, CA 94705

           (510)549-1800
	


SUMMARY:
I eventually graduated from California State University Los Angeles, and later earned a law degree from Santa Clara University School of Law.  I began practicing law in 1994 as the only legal aid attorney in Kings County, 50 miles south of Fresno, California. While there I worked on a great variety of cases, including employment rights of farm workers in a successful appeal to California's first appellate district. Then I worked as a staff attorney for Legal Assistance for Seniors (LAS) for three years, focusing on elder abuse cases.  I also worked on cases involving housing and landlord/tenant disputes, and government benefits.  Since 1998 I have worked principally on family law disputes: divorce, custody and visitation issues, guardianship, and adoption.  Currently my law practice is located in Oakland.  I handle immigration cases as well as family law, and mediation. I speak Spanish fluently and participate in many community efforts towards peaceful conflict resolution.  I write articles to promote Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR). I also support international work with Mediators Beyond Borders. I hope this information helps you for your selection of the appropriate person to work with you on solving the problems you are facing.
